
BTCF, like all community foundations, exists at the nexus of 
generosity and need, creating new possibilities for the public 
good. The connections we have with nonprofits, donors, 
community leaders, students, teachers, and volunteers 
make our work possible. 

In this issue, we share stories about immigrant support organizations that are  
guiding lights in a time of uncertainty; share the news of our Guaranteed 
Income pilot for Columbia County; and illustrate how traditions of 
philanthropy can inspire the next generation. We also share our annual 
report from 2024, an overview of the state of the foundation, which we 
are happy to report, is strong. The tremendous breadth of support across 
every community we serve inspires all of us at BTCF to continue the work 
of uplifting everyone, especially our most vulnerable neighbors. 

That is why we did not hesitate to sign a national “Public Statement 
from Philanthropy,” which cautions funders not to pause efforts to assist 
community groups who need support and protection. As the statement 
says, “Everyone—wherever we’re from or whatever our point of view—
wants to live in a nation that upholds the fundamental rights and liberties 
we all deserve and need to thrive.” Thank you, as ever, for being a part of 
our BTCF community. 
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“The simplicity of guaranteed income is powerful 
—it’s direct, effective, and rooted in trust. This 
program is a bold step toward supporting families  
in a way that is both practical and transformative.” 
                                                             -Kara Mikulich

BTCF Guaranteed Income for Columbia County 
(BTCF-GICC) is a partnership between Berkshire 
Taconic Community Foundation and Greater Hudson 
Promise Neighborhood (GHPN). BTCF-GICC will 
deliver monthly payments of $500 to two families in 21 
towns, totaling support for 42 households for the next 
two years. 

BTCF-GICC focuses on single parents and caregivers 
earning up to 80% of the area median income raising 
at least one child aged 6 or younger. Participants will 
be selected by lottery from a confidential application 
process in July.

Guaranteed income programs have been implemented 
and evaluated in communities across the nation, and 
they have become a proven tool to stabilize household 
finances, support early childhood development, 
increase food security and expand opportunities for 
improved housing.

“This initiative is about more than money—it’s about 
stability, dignity, and opportunity for families during 
the most important years of a child’s life,” said Kelly 
Sweet, Interim Director of Philanthropic Services at 
BTCF. “We’re proud to bring this research-backed 
solution to our region with no strings attached.” 

GHPN, a trusted community-based partner, will 
serve as the program’s administrative lead and 
provide direct support to participating families. 
The organization operates HudsonUP, a successful 
guaranteed income program in Hudson that inspired 
this broader countywide initiative. 

“I’ve seen firsthand how guaranteed income 
transformed lives in Hudson,” said Joan Hunt, 
Executive Director of GHPN. “We’re excited to 
expand this approach across Columbia County  
to bring the same kind of stability and relief to  
more families.” 

BTCF-GICC is made possible through the generosity 
of the Community Fund at Berkshire Taconic, the 
Fund for Columbia County, Hudson River Bank and  
Trust Foundation, and individual donors across the 
region. Learn more at berkshiretaconic.org/btcf-gicc. 

On the cover: Camino al Éxito’s cofounder Inginia Jackson (center) with high school students in the Elevation of You program.
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In March 2025, the youngest advisory committee at 
BTCF gathered for the first time. The committee for the 
$100,000 Margaret Derwin Scholarship was made up of 
former recipients, now young professionals, who once 
navigated the same Housatonic Valley hallways as the 
applicants they reviewed. Their insight and energy added 
a meaningful new layer to the committee’s deliberations. 
Volunteering for the committee embodies the spirit of 
generosity that shaped their lives. 
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Kara Mikulich, Interim President

L-R: Committee members Emily Sullivan,  
Shelby Washburn, Alexa Curtiss, Cristian Umana,  
Becket Harney, and 2024 awardee Katerin McEnroe.
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New Countywide Program  
Provides $500 per month to Single Parents and Caregivers
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